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Art is a way of life for Crown Point resident
SAM DALKILIC-MIESTOWSKI

I

Art adventure

’m proud to introduce Ari HernandezCebollero, a young artist who lives in
Crown Point:

I was born and raised in East Chicago,
Indiana along with two brothers, one sister
and parents who were crafty and very
hands on.
My dad was into performance arts/drama
and would use welding as a creative outlet.
He would create pieces from large decorative bird cages to gothic style door/window
frames.
I think it trickled down to my siblings and
myself. My mother did side jobs as a seamstress, and even helped us create plush toys
a few times that we had designed.
We found ways to entertain ourselves
without the need of toys, simply imagination
and our childhood silliness. My dad would
encourage us to be creative and even let
us borrow his VHS camcorder so we could
make our own home videos.
Being in local plays, he probably wanted
us to get into drama or acting. We preferred
creating our own entertainment. He would
try and get my brothers and I to Little
League or karate, but I preferred to be at
home drawing or creating flip books with
my brother.
I remember even making our own story
boards and characters for video games with
my younger brother hoping to somehow
eventually get hired by Nintendo and live the
good life.
As a kid, I already knew art school was
something I wanted to do. My dad would
take us to any local art classes available.
During high school, I began playing guitar
and drums, which let me experiment with a
totally new form of art and storytelling.
I was a huge Tool fan, which half of the
members (of that band) went to art school,
so I was instantly hooked.
I would do our band’s promo material,
flyers, album covers and website. It was my
first experience with graphic design, and it
was mostly hand drawn without the use of
Photoshop and Illustrator.
I went to the American Academy of Art
and graduated with a BFA in Multimedia
and Web Development. I’m currently the
project manager at an Internet marketing
firm.

Two of Ari Hernandez-Cebollero’s drawings. See more at www.aricebollero.com.
My first two years at AA of Art were dedicated to traditional arts and life drawing. I
made the Art Institute of Chicago my library
throughout my years studying, taking every
chance I had to visit.
What made my go to the American Academy of Art?
One of my favorite teachers in high school
studied at the American Academy of Art, so
I wanted to make it one of the schools I took
a look at.
Another time, I was visiting my older
brother and his friend had just finished at
the academy.
His friend coincidentally had his portfolio
along with him and I was blown away by the
work and presentation.
When I visited the school, I noticed the focus on life drawing and focus on traditional
methods in training that would help improve
on the foundation I already had.
Having friends going to party schools, I
figured I would be more productive going to
an art school. I believed it would also serve
as a great opportunity to network with other
creative individuals who took art as serious
as I did.
I was able to surround myself with the
beautiful city of Chicago and its resources.
How could I say no?
Talk about you creative work and collections.
Growing up, I was obsessed with the
concept drawing and animation style of John
Kricfalusi, famous for creating Ren and
Stimpy. It allowed me to appreciate a grotesque style in a very cartoon and funny way.

During high school, I fell in love with the
styles of French-connected Spanish painters such as Joan Miro, Pablo Picasso and
Salvador Dali.
Today, I admire the beautiful work of Guy
Denning, Egon Schiel, Harry Ally, among
others.
I’m currently involved in an international
exchange program with other artists I met
on Instagram. I’ll be sharing work with
artists in Spain, Brazil, Canada, Ireland and
Southeast Asia, to name a few.
What medium do you prefer to work in?
I guess you can say I have my phases. For
five years after studying I used vine charcoal. The past several years I prefer to work
in color pencil and ink on toned paper.
I’m able to use my distinct scribble style
best using my fine tip Faber-Castell artist
pens. I’m working the scribble style into wet
media such as acrylic and oil paintings while
replicating the scribble style using my once
favorite vine charcoal on top of the paint.
I do about a drawing a day, for at least an
hour during my lunch break, and choose the
color pencil/ink route since it’s less messy
and I can travel with it anywhere.
However, I do love my new found challenge of wet paint on canvas. As long as I
have an object to make a mark, I’m a happy
guy.
What’s your inspiration for work?
Most of the drawings I do are a way of
journaling and attempting to decode/document my daydreams (past and present).
Reflecting on a piece can be nostalgic for
me.

I love to hear feedback on an individual’s
interpretation of my work, especially when
they find hidden symbolic references in
either the title or the drawing itself.
Like the title of a song, or a name of a
book, I consider the title of each piece as
important as the drawing itself, thus hinting
at the complete idea of the piece.
I can be pretty encryptive of the title too,
considering that I combine Spanish, Latin,
French and English in carefully naming a
piece.
In music, people gather different meanings and feelings from the lyrics, others
point out a good rhythm or catchy riff that
they can’t get out of their head. I’d like to get
that reaction out of someone following the
lines of my drawings.
What is it that you wish to accomplish
with your artistic pursuits?
In the last several years, I’ve been working to build a network of artists online.
However, I’ve been fortunate to discover
local art groups and galleries that have the
same passion for art as I do — many artists
and art lovers alike in Northwest Indiana
that make an impact on the art community.
I’m currently doing drawings with oil
pens on glass such as snifters, beer/wine
glasses for decorative pieces or to drink
your favorite spirit or drink of choice. I plan
to sell these online through my website.
How can people contact you to look into
buying your art?
I currently receive inquiries through my
website www.aricebollero.com or use my
email aricebollero@gmail.com.

